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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Seeretary: 1, Publie
Works Depariment—Municipal Corpora-
tions Aect, 1906—By-law of the Munici-
pality of North Perth r¢ Special Roll
for Loan Poll 2, Fremantle Har-
bour Trust—Annual Report to 30th June,
1912, 3, Bunbury Harbour Board—An-
nual Report to 30th June, 1912,

NOTICE OF QUESTIONS.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew) : I am not in a position
to answer questions Nos. 1 and 2 on the
Notice Paper and must ask the hon. mem-
ber, Mr. Moss, for a postponement of
them until the next sitting of the House.
At the same time I would be very grate-
ful indeed if hon. members would give
reasonable notice. It entails a lot of
worry and anxiety on my part if I have
to furnish replies on the day following
the asking of a large number of ques-
tions. I must also ask that the question
gtanding in the name of the Hon. Mr.
Colebatch, be postponed until the next
sitting of the House.

QUESTION—STATE STEAMSHIP
SERVICE ACCOUNTS.

Hon. M. T.. MOSS asked the Colonial
Seeretary : 1, In connection with the
State Steamship Service have trip ae-
counts been furnished by the manager of
the Department to the Government ¥ 2,
Has a profit and loss aceount been fur-
nished by such manager for each trip of

each steamer ¥ If so, will the Govern-
ment lay such trip and profit and loss
accounts on the table of the House?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: ‘Trip accounts are kept, and the
operations of the State steamships are
brought under the provision of the
Trading Aecounts in aeccordance with
which a Profit and f.oss Account will he
duly submitted to Parliament. Sueh ac-
counts, however, are not worked out in
connection with each trip.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.

On motions by the Colonial Seeretary
(Hon. J. M. Drew) sessional committees
were appointed as follow:—

Standing Orders Commitiee—The Bon.
the President, the Chairman of Com-
mittees, Hon. M. L. Moss, Hon, D. G.
Gawler, and the mover.

Printing Committee—The Hon. the
President, Hon. F. Davis, and the mover.

Library Committee—The Hon. the Pre-
sident, Hon. W. Kingsmill, Hon. J. F.
Cullen.

House Committee—The Hon. the Pre-
sident, Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom, Hon.
J. E. Dodd, Hon. A. G. Jenkins, and Hon.
B. C. O"Brieun.

ADDRESS.IN-REPLY.
Third Dau.

Debate resumed from the previous day..

Hor. J. W. KIRWAY (South): In
diseussing the Speech of the Governor it
seems to me there is not a very great deal
that bon, members ean devote very much
attention to. The proposals in the Gov-
ernor’s Speech are twofold, so far as
forms are concerned. There are the pro-
posals that have already heen before this
Chamber and which have been rejected
and one does not feel disposed to talk
much regarding those matters. inasmuch
as they have been pretty fully discussed
at previous meetings of this Heuse, Then
the second set of proposals before this
House are these regarding new matters,
and the proposals are merely indicated
without any defails being given as to what.
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exaetly is the character of these proposals.
For instance, we have Constitutional and
Electoral Reform, the Initiative and Ref-
erendum, Local Government, and Regula-
tion of Traffic, and until we know exactly
whai the Government intend to do re-
garding these matters it will be premature
to diseuss them at any very great length
or to express any very greal approval or
disapproval of them. I personally rather
regret that we did not have a pre-
sessional speech. A pre-sessional speech
is very useful to members of both Houses
and also to the general public. When the
Premier addresses a public meeting he
seems to get into eloser touch with the
people. The newspapers have an oppor-
tenity of discussing the Government pro-
posals and the public also, and then when
the House does meet, members are in a
better position in that they know some-
thing more about the details of the Bills
that are to be brought forward. I, how-
ever, perhnps, might almost from persona)l
reasons regret that there was no pre-ses-
sional speech. Tt is a good old-fashioned
custom that the Premier shonld go to his
own constituents and address them on the
questions of the day or the proposals of
his Government prior lo the meeting of
Parliament. Mr. Scaddan, the Premier,
s a goldfields man. We have known him
for a long time now. We on the fields
have known him well ever since he was
returned to Parliamen!, He was then a
man who eame fresh from his work in
the mine, 4 man who did not know any-
thing whatscever regarding Parliamentary
work, but during the vears he has been
in Parliament the Parliainent has been to
bhim in the nature of a university. He
has learnt a great deal about politics,
about government and about Parliament-
ary procedure, and those on the fields
who take pride in the success of fellow-
citizens naturally have admiration for the
career of the man whe is now occupant of
the chief Parliamentary office in the State.
‘We therefore would have liked to have
seen him on the fields and would have
Jiked to have heard a pre-sessional ad-
dress, as Mr. Seaddan is always well re-
ceived in what micht be regarded as the
stronghold of his party. T have no doubt
whatever that he had good reasons for not

going, The moderation with which I ap-
proach the discussion of the proposals of
the Government because of the absenee of
details does not seem to have been alto-
gether shared by the non-party members
of this House.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Is the hon. member .
4 party member?

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: T am asked if
I am a party member. I was returned to
this House——

Hon, J. Cornell: By the Liberals.

Hon, J. W. KTRWAN: To support
measures, not parties. I stood for the
South Province, and from every platform
from which I delivered addresses during
my political campaign T said I was an
Independent. 1 was accused, Sir, and I
think the Hon. Mr. Dodd, who was my
opponent or that oecasion, will bear me
out that the severest charge that was
brouglit against me, and the charge that
I had to answer upon every platform on
which T stood, was that [ was a nominee
of the Moore Government. The Hon. Mr.
Dodd will remember how strenunounsly I
denied that I was a nominee of the Moore
Government or that I was a supportef of
the Moore Government, and I certainly
was not. I believe that I received the
votes of many of those who were support-
ing the Moore Government because they
possibly preferred one who was an Inde-
pendent vather than a pledged supporter
of the Labour party, such as Mr. Deodd.
However, I think my career in Parliament
has fully justified the statements I made
on the platform that I was not a nominee
of the Moore Government. I was not
returned to support the Liberal Govern-
ment any more than I was returned to
support the Labour party, and my
speeches as a candidate for Parliament
which I have carvefully preserved, each
and every one of them will show that they
ure quite eonsistent with the career 1 have
followed. That is the answer to my
friend’s interjeetion. Now, Sir, regard-
ing the non-party or the professed nom-
party majority in this House, I would
like to say a few words. The majority of
the members of this Hovse who pose as
non-party men endeavour to oecenpy a
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very high plane indeed. You, Sir, are no
doubt acquainted with Parliamenlary in-
stitutions all over the world. You are
acquainted with that greatest of all Par-
liamentary institutions, the mother of
Parliaments. There the Upper House is
the House of Lords, which is unsually re-
garded as the Upper House, that is the
superior Upper House of all the Upper
Houses in the British Empire. In the
House of Lords there is no assumption of
non-party views. There is the recognised
leader of the Opposition—the Marquis of
Lansdowne is at present, I think, the
leader of the Opposition there; they have
their Government representatives, they
have their Opposition Whips, their Gov-
ernment Whips, and their party roowms,
and they bave no semblance of and no
pretensions to being in any way a non-
party Chamber. This House, however,
assumes to oceupy a far more exalted
place than that flled by the House of
Lords itself. We in this Chamber are
expected to believe that we have & number
of beings here who have reached that state
of politieal perfeetion that they have no
party feeling whatever. I dare say some-
time in your life, Mr, President, you have
sti®ied theosophy, which is more of a
philosophy than & religion. In theosephy
there is a belief that individuals of
this world develop their spiritual eharac-
teristics and get rid of all that is gross in
human nature, until they reach perfeetion.
Then they become mahaimas, who are to
be engaged in the execiting occupation
of sitting all day in sublime condemna-
tion of their own divine origin——

Hon. J. F. Cullen : As independents.

Hon. J. W. KTRWAN:
non-party men.

Hon. 4. ¥. Cullen :
like the hon. member.

Hon, J. W. KIRWAN : Perhaps the
hon. member will define the distinetion
between independents and non-party men.
1 confess that I find it very difficuli to
see a differsnce between independents
and non-party men.

Hon. J. F. Cullen :
claims that.

As supposed

As independents,

The hon. member

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN : However, L
want to explain the position that the
majority of hon. members allege they
ocenpy in this House, those hon. members
who pose as non-party men. Most of them
have beer old political war horses; several
of them have been members of Minis-
tries, and when they stand as candidates
for this Touse they receive the support
of a very powerful organisation, the
Liberal League. I am not referring to
the half dozen or so members who are
avowedly purty men, and are selected
by their party, and who are not denmied
by their party, and who come here as
party men, but I am referring to those
men who profess to be non-party men.
I said they are old political war horses.
They Bght keenly the battle of politics
when on the hustings. Some of the sup-
posed non-party men in this Chamber oe-
cupy important positions on the Liberal
political organisation, but they seem to-
think that we ought to believe that as scon
as they come into this Chamber they are a
sort of political mahatma, They sit here in
divine contemplation of themselves, in
supreme satisfaction, with a perfect con-
sciousness that they have shed all the
wickedness of party polities.

Hon, J. F. Cullen : Does not that ap-
ply to the hon, member himself ?

Hon, J. W, KIRWAN : T have not set
myself up as a non-party man in the
sense in which wy friends opposite have
declared themselves. In almost every
speech, every announcement that they
make they are non-party men, when they
must know they are not. I was retnrned
as an Independent.

Hon. J. F. Cullen :
thing.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN : There is one
thing which is totally different. I am not
the representative of a political organisa-
tion disguised as a non-party man. I
have not come here as the nominee
of any political organisation. X do not
hold any position such as vice-president
of a political organisation. I am absolutely
free and independent of any politieal or-
ganisation, but these conmstant statements
of non-party views coming from men who
have all their lives, and are still closely

That is the same
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associated with leading polifical organ-
. isations, are to me rather amusing, and
they must be amusing to the public as
well. Now I want to point out how this
assumplion of non-party view works out
in practice. We heard four speeches
from members last night; two, if not
three, of these gentlemen prefaced their
remarks by saying that they were non-
party men. Those speeches were very
interesting, but anvone would be led to
suppose from them that the Gov-
ernment had no good points what-
ever; thak if was quite incapable of doing
anything that was good, and that it was
capable of all the wickedness that Govern-
ments sometimes perpetrate; that it had
committed various ¢rimes. In those four
speeches from supposed non-parly men
I have failed to 1ind one single reference
immplying that the Government have doue
anything that is good. The Wgest Aus-
tralian this morning prefaced its leading
article—I do not know whether they are
going to commit the TFest Australian
for eontempt in connection with the mat-
ter—but it was an awful erime for that
newspaper to refer lo the Opposition
speakers, as Mr. Mitchell in one place and
Mr. Moss in apother. Was it not an
awfnl thing to refer to Mr. Moss as an
Opposition speaker, a gentleman I took
occasion to refer to last session as the non-
party leader of the non-party party. His
speech yesterday was charaeieristic of
him. I read the speech delivered by an
ex-Minister of the Crown in another
Place, Mr. Mitchell, but that speech was
;a5 mild as milk in its critieism of the
‘Government compared to the speeches
we heard yesterday. The TWest Australian
report of the Legislative Council proceed-
ings was headed “Causti¢ eriticism of the
Government.,” It is singular that such
speeches should come from a non-party
House.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Very significant.
Hon. Sir E. H. Wittencom: Criticism,

ot finding fault; thai is what we are here
for, to criticise and revise.

Hon, J. W, KIRWAN: Nol to give
eredit to any Labour Government for
anything. I am sorry Mr, Moss 15

not here. He was very indignant be-
cause some men during the Referenda
campaign had the audacity to say that
this Chamber indulged in obstructive
tacties. Some people said that this
House was opposed to the will of the
people—a monstrous charge aceording to
Mr. Moss. He guoted to us a number of
Bills that were passed by this House and
wound up by saying that all the statutes
in operation in Western Australia had re-
ceived the support of this House, and yet
he Qeclared some people say we are ob-
structive. He pointed ont that we passed
adult suffrage, workmen’s compensation,
employers’ liability, arbitration measures,
und so on. Is there any special virtue in
this House passing Bilis that have met
with the sanction of the people? Does
anyvone say for one moment that these
measures that Mr, Moss takes such an
amount of credit for passing were nof in
accordanee with the wishes of the people?
Are the members of this Couneil the
masters of Western Ausiralia? Ts that
the position they want to assume? Is it
that we do mnot ecare what the people
say or think? Are the people to
show their grafitnde to this House
hecause we happen to pass certain
legislation? Are the people to be most
gracious and most thankful because a few
measures have been passed and because
the Council have allowed them to pass?
I would like to remind members of the
attitude this Chamber has adopted towards
previons Governments and towards this
Government. Mr. Moss is constantly say-
ing, and other members also say, that when
previons Governments were in power they
eriticised iheir measures. I have been
in this Honse when previous Governments
were in power, and the ecriticism that
previous Governments were snbjected to
was very mild indeed. Members were very
careful that that eritidism should not in
anv way interfere with the prestige of
the Government of the day. I would like
to remind the X¥omse of ifts atiitude
towards that wonderful Heaven-sent Min-
ictre which was not long ago in power.
T An prot want to say anything ahout the
Wilson Government; they are dead
politically; as dead as Julins Cesar.
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Hon, R. D. McKenzie: They hit you
pretty bard before they died.

Hon. J. W, KIRWAN: Nonsense. But
there is this difference hetween that Min-
istry and Julins Casar. For Julius Casar
there may be some hope of resurrection,
but for the Wilson Government there is
none. That is a good thing for the coun-
try. The only one particular Bill that
need be mentioned, not for the purpose of
raking ap the past but for the sake of
illustration, is the Redistribation of Seats
measure, with the twisting and turning of
the Collie electorate boundaries. How was
that Bill treated in this non-party Cham-
ber? There were four of us who pleaded
with the non-party members to take a
non-prarty view of {hat measure, but there
were only the four of us in this House
to oppose it. What was the attitude of
this non-party Chamber towards the
other Bills that were passed by the Wilson
Government? I have here a list of the
Bills as they were dealt with during the
last session of the late Parliament,
portion of the time the Government
were led by Mr. Wilson, and portion
of the time hy Sir Newlon Moore.
The session began on the 28th July, 1910,
and it was a very long session. The
Wilson Government came into power on
the 16th September and the session elosed
on the 3rd February. During that session
there were no less than 57 Bills intro-
duced, and that T think is a fairly ample
list. Of course five of them were Supply
Bills, and perhaps they do not count.
How many of those 57 Bills were rejected
by this non-party House? During that
longs session not a single one of the Bills
introduced hy the Government was re-
jeeted hy this nen-party Chamber.
althongh they included such a measure as
the Redistribution of Seats Bill. There
were two Bills only the progress of which
was arrested in this House, and those two
Bills were introduced by private mem-
bers, one of them by the present Attorney
General. The two Bills T refer to related
io workers' compensation and to tribu-
ters. Their progress was arrested in this
Chamber, but not one single Bill intro-
duced by the Government was either re-
jected or had its progress arrested, nor

was there one Bill which this House could
in any way be held responsible for iis
baving failed to pass. That was how
{his House treated the Wilson Govern-
ment. Let us think now of what was the
position of the Wilson Government
in tbe country. After that session
the Government went before the elec-
tors, and members all know the result.
The Wilson (Government and their fol-
lowers were not merely defeated; they
were annihilated. Of the five Ministers
who went to their constituents, two were
defeated and two of them got back merely
by the skin of their teeth, and of the whole
parly there was lelt a remnant of only 16
members in another place. They were de-
feated by more than two to one, and yet
this Mmistry whom the elections showed
to Le leld in sueh poor esteem in the coun-
try were able to get all their Bills through
this non-party Hounse without one of them
having its passage arrested. Compare the
way in which that Ministry was treated
in this Chamber—that Ministry which was
shown not to have the confidence of the
country, and to bhe out of sympathy with
the country—with the treatment of the
Ministry who came after them with sach
an overwhelming majority, a Ministry who
came here with a mandate to earry
ont the will of the people, at which
non-party members in this Chamber
are so fond of snapping their fingers? T
shall just mention a few things that these
non-party members have done to the pro-
posals of that Ministry. We all know the
criticisms to which the present Govern-
ment have heen subjected here. The
speeches in this House have shown
a marvellous awakening to aetivity
on the part of members. It s
most commendahle and we are all
pleased to see how members have sud-
denly commenced to take an interest in
every little proposal, and every single
clacse of every Bill. T repeat we are all
glad to see it. Originally this House had
the reputation of being a sort of sleepy
Chamber where members did not care, and
where Bills were passed in a hurry with-
out consideration of any sort. I must con-

fess that since the Scaddan (Government
came into power the Chamber has
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removed any ground for the accusa-
tion of sleepiness previously levelled
against it. It is simply marvellous the
interest that is now shown in every pro-
posal. Only last session the non-party
leader of the House moved what was tan-
tamount to a vote of censure, 2 vote which
could be taken really as a censure upon
the Governor, and which was, in fact,
taken in that way. Yet, the mover
would not consent to its withdrawal,
so earnest was the zeal of the noun-
party members to find fault with the Gov-
ernment of the day. When 1 come inio
this Chamber and hear what my non-
party friends say it has this effect upon
me, that I, as an entirely independent
member, feel that somebody ought to be
here to say something for the Government.
I do not care a snap of the fingers for the
Labour Government or any other Govern-
ment, or for the Labour party, and as
soon 85 any party comes along which, to
my mind, will do better than the Labour
party, no one knows befter than the Lab-
our party that I will not be a supporter of
theirs for & minute longer. I am not going
to support any party that I think is 20t
doing the best for the country. However,
Y was referring to the vote of censure
which was earried by such an overwhelm-
ing majority. There was not one of the
non-party members ready to vote with the
Government on that erifical oceasion, not-
withstanding that the meaning of that
vole of censure went very muach further
than, I believe, the mover intended. The
extent to which the resolution went wus
merely a minor matter ecompared with {he
non-party members’ desire to express
their opposition to the Government. Whaut
was their attitude towards the Bills intrao-
duced by the present Government. 1
conld read a list of the Bills
and their fates. I have here =a
complete aecount of what happened to
all the Bills, but it would take a great
deal of time to go through it. and members
ean turn up the list for themselves at the
beginning of Hansard, During the last
two sessions I think this House was re-
sponsible for something like 14 Bills not

being placed on the Statute book, and

amongst them were measures that

the majority of the people of West-
ern  Australia—so far as can be
judged from the voting for the Legis-
lative Assembly, and so far as publie
opinion oatside ean be gauged—wanted
to have passed. This non-party House
twice rejected the Esperance Railway Bill,
I shall refer later on to the Esperance
railway, and I wish merely to say now that
the action of members in rejecting that
Bill has shut up a fertile provinee, and
bas certainly done serious barm to West-
ern Australia generally. They have twice
rejected the Public Works Committee
Bill. They rejected also the Public
Works Aet Amendment Bill, the Timber
Lines Traffic Bill, and the State Hotels
Bill,

Hon. J. F. Cullen: It was not wanted.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: I very much
doubt if that opinion will be endorsed by
the people of Western Australia generally,
and at the next general election we shall
see whether that action is approved. Prior
to the last general election, when 1 was
one of four pleading with this Chamber
not to pass the Redistribution of Seats
Bill, I remember with what jeers my re-
mark was received when I told membexs
that the eountry would give them an ans-
wer in & most emphatic way. T was jeered
at, and was told that T knew nothing of
what I was talking about. So I am jeered
at now when I tell members that as sure
as the sun will rise the present Gov-
ernment will go back to office, pro-
vided this House continues as it has doue
during the last two sessions. The mem-
bers of this Chamber are in that way
the best friends of the present (rovern-
ment. and it is to the inferest
of the GCovernment to allow the
non-party members of this House to con-
tinue as they have begun and throw out
all the Bills sent up to them. The other
Bills {hrown out last year included the
Land Aet Amendment Bill, the Land and
Income Tax Bill, and the TUniversity
Lands Bil. The rejection of the last
named PBill is causing a good deal of
trouble to-day to the Government and to
the governing hody of the University.
TThese Bills, all of which were submitted
by the party that came fresh from the
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country with such an overwhelming ma-
jority, were rejected by this House, which
considered that the will of the people
should not prevail and that the will of
the Legislative Council must be supreme.
There were some very interesting non-
party expressions regarding the finances.
Mr, Moss talked about the deficit. He
deplored the existence of a deficit, whicl
of course, we all deplore, and when he
was indulging in his heroics, he as a non-
party man might in a spirit of fair-
ness have referred to what I, at all
events, like to see—a very commendable
indieation of a desire on the part of the
Government to reduce that defieit. The
Treasurer has been out of the State, hav-
ing been away on important bnsiness
to the Old Country, and since he has
come back it seems to me that he has
tackled the position with a great deal
of earnestness, and ounly last month we
had a reduction of the deficit by
£107,000.

Hon, J. F. Callen :
book-keeping.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN : Does the
hon. member say one word in commen-
dation of a reduction of that kind % These
non-party men now in their spirit of non-
parly fair play will not allow me to go
on even to point this out. They will not
give the Premier eredit for the reduetion.
‘When Mr. Moss indulged in such vigor-
ous Janguage in regard to what
the Government have been doing
in the matier of the finances, and the
present position of the deficit, my mind
went back to a speech of his last
session which is still ringing in my ears.
The Government last session came down
with a commendable attempt to meet
the finances and increase the Land Tax.
What was the atlitude of Mr. Moss to-
wards this effort of the Government{ Ti
was & small thing and would not have
amnunted to much, but it was still some-
thing in the shape of an endeavour to
meet the inevitable dry financial period
that was in front of us. How did he
describe the Covernment for their ae-
tion? The words he used were *‘political
brigandage,’’ and in locking through
that gpeech I think you ean find at

Only a matter of

least a half a dozen times the applica-
tion of the words ‘‘political brigand-
age”” The Bill was rejected; I think
only seven members supported the
Government on that oecasion. That
was the poor encouragement given by
this non-party Chamber to a small
effort to meet the financial position. It
was certainly no encouragement for the
(fovernment to go on in their efforts to
introduce legislation to still further meet
the finanecial crisis. There was another
non-party advocate here last night, who
made a speech, Sir Edward Witte-
noom. He drew np a long list of causes
for the present position of affairs and
found fault with the Government for
almost evervthing under the sun, I am
nof quite sure, but it looked from the way
in which the speech was phrased, that
he would even find fault with the Govern-
ment for o bad season. MHe certainly
blamed the Government for the high
price of money and the financial strin-
gency. He ought to have said that
financial stringency is general all over
the world, not mereiy in Western Ans-
tralia and not merely in Auastralia. The
financial stringency is now a matter of
universal concern. Everywhere the price
of money is high. I wounld like to say,
and I am sorry the hon. member is not
here. that if there be any loeal causes
at all for the finanecial stringency, so far
as it is affeeting Western Australia, I
think that some portion of the blame is
due tr men like Sir Edward Wittenoom,
some of them in a far more re-
sponsible  position than he, who
make statements whieh imply that the
present Government are noi worthy of
trust: that if monev-lenders abroad
advance money to Australia while La-
bour is in power, they practically imply
they are fools. They say the British or
foreign money-lenders will not lend
money while a Labour Government are
in power. If there is one question which
ought to he above the dust of party poli-
ties in this eountry it is the question of
finance. Whatever differences of opinion
we may have between the merits of the
Labour Party and the Liberal Party,
surely we can view this question from the
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patriotie standpoint.  Only recently, at
the turning of the first sod in connection
with the Trans-Aunstralian Railway at
Kalgoorlie, when a number of responsible
people were present, what did T hear the
late Premier of this State say? e made
a speech which elearly implied that the
finaneial vposition was unsonnd, At that
very lime we were endeavouring to get
money in London to go on  with
works  which  his  Government had
sanctioned,  Ts that a proper attitude
to adopt.  Whether a Labour Govern-
ment or a Liberal Government are
in power, T believe Lhe security of Aus-
tralia and the security of each and everv
State is absolutely sonnd. We have re-
venue producing assets which are far
ahead of those of almost any other coun-
try in the world. We may sometimes have
our slumps, but it is absolutely certain
that no matter what money is loaned to
Australia, and no matter what Govern-
ment may he in power, the in-
terest and capital of that monev
are absolutely safe.  Australians will
see to that, irrespective of party dif-
ferences: and I think a man like Sir
Edward Wittenoom. who has a reputation
in London. and other men associated with
financial institntions, might be a little
more careful in their eriticisms concern-
mg the financial nosition of affairs
in Auwstralia. Tf he has to talk on
the financial position he ought to
make it perfectly clear that those who
lend money tr Australia have no need
to fear that it will not be paid back,
both interest and eapital, Whatever hesi-
taney there may be on the part
of London money-lenders to advance
money to Australia, that hesitancy has
heen fostered by men such as the hon.
member 1 have spoken of, and numbers of
others in this ecountry, who, in order to
secnre a party point, are not above dis-
torting the finaneial position of the eonn-
try. What did actually occur in con-
nection with our recent loan? The Tre-
mier, when he wanted money, thought it
advisable that be should go Home himself,
and it was a very good move on his part.
In view of all that has been said in eri-
ticism of the Labour party, if I did not
know the exaet position with regard to

them, and if 1 had only heard speeches
from certain men, I, as a resident of Aus-
tralia, would be almost inclined to gather
together {he few half-pence T have and fiy
from the countwy, to make sure that that
money would not be grabbed by these
“political  bripands” who, if we are to
believe My, Moys, have two hands out to
arab everything everybady has got and
distribute it amongsi everybody else. That
is not my idea of the Labour party.
They have their faults, it is true, but when
eriticism of that kind is earried on those
who knuw the true position should ex-
plain it to Londen firanciers. When
My, Secaddan went to London he met
financial magnates, delivered sypeeches at
public banquets and at various meetings
in Loudon. and they at once saw he
was  not the irresponsible individual
his eritirs would have us believe. He
does not luok or speak like a hrigand,
and we know no action of his to warrant
that deseription. It is true Governments
in Australia have imposed an absentee
tax. From the point of view of geiting
all the capital possible into the country
it may be unwise. One may disenss the
Absentee Land Tax from that point of
view, but, still there can be ne question
that a person of wealth who spends
his monev out of the ecountry should
reasonably be expected to pay more than
the residenis of the country. There is
nothing, at any rate. to justify the charge
of political brirandage becanse an ab-
senfee tax has been imposed. It seems
a most extraordinary interpretation to
place upon a tax whieh is not peculiar to
Australia. Mr, Seaddan, when he did go
to London, got €2,000,000, enough to carry
on with, and he gotl this £2,000,000 at a
cheaper price than South Aunstralia, where
a Labour Government are not in power,
had to pay for their loan. What do my
non-party friends say to that?

Hon. R. D. McEenzie: Credit may be
due to Sir Newton Moore.

Hon, J. W. RIRWAN: This spirit of
eriticism is notl i the direetion of assist-
ing the Government to carrv out work
that we all desire to see pushed ahead.
There is just one point abont Sir Ed-
ward Wittenoom's speeeh -whieh was
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worthy of particular notice, and it is
this, He corrected a remark which Mr.
Moss, amongz many other things said,
that Government steamegs carried cattle
infected with pleuro, I do not know
whether they did or not. I am sure
if they did it was an accident. However,
Sir Edward Wittenoom, who 1 think
knows mueh more about the question than
does Mr. Moss, flatly contradicted Alr.
Moss. He said the cattle did not
have pleuro. T merely mention that as an
evidence of the fact that the won-parly
leader evidently does not panse very long
to consider the accuraey of his remarks.
I am sorry he is oot here, becanse ihere
are certain other points in conneection with
the acenracy of his remarks which 1 would
like to refer to in continuation of similar
remarks [ made last session. As he is
not here T do not feel inclined to dwell
upon that point. 1 would like to refer to
@ matter which has been before the House
on a previous oeceasion, a matter in whicl
I feel very strongly interested. T mean
the TFisperance railway, Mr. Moss re-
ferred to that as a wicked expenditure of
money. I think Mr, Moss ought to pause
hefore he talks abont a wicked expendi-
ture of monev. Several members of the
House will remember when the Fremantle
dock was before this Chamber, and will
also remember how I stoeod np in this
place and moved a motion asking that
the eonstruction of the Fremantle dock
should be delayed. T went to a tremend-
ous amount of trouble to met all the re-
ports, to get faets and figures; T saw a
number of people in connection with
the matter and T brought what 1T
thonght were satisfactory reasons to
show why that dock should be delayed.
Evidently the majority of members also
thoneht that T bronght satisfactory reas-
ons 85 to why the construction of the dock
should not be proceeded with until further
inquiries had been made. T can well re-
member, and no doubt you, Sir, also re-
member, as several other members will.
with what antagonism Mr. Moss attacked
me in counection with that resolution, how
he waved his arms, indulged in all his
powers of eloguence, said I was blocking
the progress of the country, and that the
one thing necessarv to make Western Auvs-

‘to its dues, to its natural trade,

tralia great and prospercus and glorious ©
was the Fremantle dock. However, num-
bers of us pleaded with the Government
of the day not to go on with this Fre-
mantle dock; still Mr. Moss insisted, and
once more Mr. Moss had his way. One
need not dwell npon the sad history of
the Fremantle dock. They went on with
the construetion of the dock, and I believe
the loss to the country has been £200,000
—s0 much money thrown into the sea. In
view of this I think Mr. Moss, before he
talks about a wicked wasie of money,
might well pause and think bard himself
regarding the Fremantle dock. 1 know
that if by any chanee the construetion
of the Esperance railway were to mean
the loss of balf that amount of money to
the ¢ountry T would be ashamed to oceupy
a seat in Parliament, ashamed to look my
rellow members in the face. The Esper-
ance railway was referred to by Mr
Clarke. In talkinz about Bunbury that
hon. member touched what has always
been a sympatheliv note with me, when
he said that every port was entitled to its
dnes. Every port in this State, T think,
whether Wyndham, or Fucla. Esperance,
Albany, Bunbury or Fremantle, is entitled
When
Mr. Clarke came ont with the remark that
every port should have its dues, T inter-
jected “including Esperance”” but my
friend did not indicate that he included
Esperance. although T hope he does.

Hon. E. M. Clarke: When the time
comes I will be there.

Hon. J, W, KIRWAN: T trust that is
an indieation that the hon. member will
vote for the Esperance railway; but T was
really very much disappointed when the
Bill was twice before the House that we
did not then have Mr. Clarke's vote. But
it is never too late to mend, and there has
been much additional evidence hrought
forward since then, and I sincerely hope
that Mr. Clarke will be true to the prin-
ciple he lays down, that every port should
have its dues,

Hon. E. M. Clarke: I was very doubtful
about the Fremantle harbonr.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: However, 1

would be glad to feel that we shall have
Mr. Clarkes support on the next ocea-
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sion. I would like also to refer to
Mr. Cullen’s attitude regarding the Esper-
anee railway. Mr. Cullen seemed to think
that there was some dreadful design on
the part of the Government to please some
pecple on the goldfields. He says he finds
there are some people on the goldfields
in favour of this railway. I might well
confirm Mr, Cullen’s views on that
point. There never has been =2
member of Parliament returned from
the goldfields who has not been pledged
to the railway. Within my recol-
lection there has been only one Parlia-
mentary candidate who stood for a gold-
fields seat amd expressed opposition to the
railway; and that candidate, although a
Minister of the Crown, was defeated. So
Mzr. Cullen was quite right in his surmise
that there are some people on the gold-
fields in favour of the railway. In fact,
if there are any agamst it they are in a
very insignificant minority indeed. But
I do not hold that it is a very powerful
argument against the railway to say that
goldfields people want it. Mr. Cullen
himself mentioned a whole lot of railways
which he thought ought to be constructed.
I presume there are some people anxzious
to have those railways consirueted, and
the more people there are who want them
the more the Governmeni onght to eon-
sider them. It is not anything very
dreadful that the people of the goldfields
are in favour of this particular line.
These numerous railways which Mr. Cul-
len brought forward were here, there, and
everywhere, all within his own provinee.
I was wandering when he was going to
stop. Finally, I thought there was one
place he had not decided to run a railway
to—it was only in aceordance with some
views I had previously heard expressed—
I really thought he was going to advocale
an aerial tramway to the moon, with a
further intimation that when the main
trunk line was completed he would pro-
pose spur lines to the planets Jupiter and
Mars. Now he also is a supporter of the
railway to Esperance—if he has not gone
away from those views of which I am told
he was so strong an advocate in the fown
which was his first home, I think, in this

Btate, namely, Norseman, a town where,

[5]

I ean assure the hon, member, he is well
remembered, and where the people have
diseussed him with me on many oceasions.
1 remember when the present Government
came into power and there was some talk
of the Esperance railway coming forward
somoe Norseman people came to me and
said, “Fhere is one man in the Legislative
Couneil who will be a champion of the
Esperance railway.” I asked who the
hon. member was, and they said, “Ohb,
Mp. Cullen will never desert us on that
point.” So I am sorry I have been dis-
appointed in my friend, But, as he ex-
plained, he is in favour of a railway to
the Esperance lands. He said so last
night. He is guite satisfied that this
country ought to bave a railway, but the
railway AMr. Cullen desires is a railway
that would run east and west, I am soiry
hon, members have not a map here to
show the extraordinary sort of railway
an east and west line would be. T was at
Scaddan the other day—a very promising
agrienltural centre — and the Colonial
Secretary came along.  Aboul twenty
settlers immediately waited upon him and
wanted to know, among other things, when
the railway would be construeted. I can
imagine the position of Mr. Drew, snp-
posing he had said “Oh yes, we will fall
in with the view of Mr. Cullen. He wants
an east and west railway. We will build
an east and west railway.”  The first
question the settlers would have asked
him would be “What about the port?”’
And his answer wonld bhave been “Oh, the
port of Albany will be your pert.” Sir,
the port of Albany is over 300 miles
from Scaddan. These good people are
within 30 miles of the port of Esperance.
This east and west railway seems a
strange conception indeed. Mr. Cullen’s
one idea is east and wesl. “On no ac-
count build north and south, or the gold-
fields might have aceess to Esperance, and
that would be dreadful.” Tf yon look at
the map you will see the proper thing is
fo build the railway rorth ard south, and
then have east.and west spur lines. Mr.
Cullen says ihe whole of the belt between
Nampuap up to Grass Patch is all good
agrieultural land. T hope it is. T have

travelled over a good portion of it, but
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I do not knaw of auny official report upon
the whole of the land. 1 understand it
is good land, and I hope it is good; my
earnest hope is that it is a long way
better than the best accounts of it. But
so far as official reports are concerned,
the officers of the Government, and they
have been many, have classified the land
20 miles east and west of Grass Pateh,
and they say that so far as they can see
from that point hoth east and west the
land is good, but as to how far it really
extends is not officially known, T have
gone over the land between Ravensthorpe
aud Albany. It seems good land, al-
though perhaps T ought not to express
an opinion, hecanse affer all I was only
driving through in a hurry. The only
way to open up that country is to build
a railway between Norseman and Esper-
ance, and then to open up the land to
which Mr. Cullen was referring by an
east to west railway in the hope that
ultimately the line wonld be linked up
with Nampup, or some other point on the
railway system. A glance at the map is
quite sufticient fo show that Mr. Cullen's
proposal is only animated by an earnest
desire that under no circumstances what-
ever shall the goldfields ever have access
{o the coast itself, or else it is an excessive
parochialism which desires that the ports
in his provinee should have whatever trade
there is, quite irrespective of all other
considerations, the convenience of the
people, the welfare of the country, or
anything else that any reasonable person
ought to take into acecount in connection
with the matter. His proposition is one
that caunot be entertained seriously by
any Government, no matter who may be
in power. He was particularly vigorous
in his denunciation of the Government
“rishing” through this railway. I do not
know bow many vears ago it was since my
friend was in Norseman, but I suppose
it is nearly 18 vears at any rate since the
movement was started for the construe-
tion of the Esperance railway. It has
been reported on by half a dozen officials:
it has been visited by various Ministers;
the line was surveyed some ten years ago.
It has been twice before this House, and
yet Mr. Cullen comes forward and blames
the Government for *rushing” the railway
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through. That is just on a par with soma
other of his statements. I have here a
collection—I am not going to read them—
of all official and uwnofficial reports issued
coneerning the Esperance railway. I shall
be only too happy to give any member
who likes any report on the railway.
There is no unfavourable report to give
them, but I will give them every report
that bas been made on the railway. I had
the pleasure of acecompanying the Col-
onial Secretary on a visit to that distriet
since the House last met. Mr. Drew
prepared a very interesting report on his
tour through the loeality, and all that Mr.
Drew said in that report is borne out by
every one of the official reports published
regarding it. Somebody talks ahout Mr.
Paterson’s report. Mr, Paterson’s report
is constantly quoted by opponents. From
the beginning to the end of Mr. Pater-
son's report you cannot find one word
against the railway.  This report was
prepared in 1911, more than two years
agg, but Mr. Paterson in this report
says he was not long enough in the dis-
triet to judge of the guality of the land,
and he has also doubts as to the holding
capacity of the soil for dams. I think
both these points have been satisfactorily
cleared up. If members had seen as we
have, about a dozen or 20 dams, they
would see that every one is holding as
tight as bottles and nearly all are
overflowing. The Colonial Secretary
said—and he did not rush through
the distriet, he did not go through in
darkness, he was constanily jumping out
of the car digging holes, seeing the subsoil
and satisfying himself—that he had never
seen better soil for dam-making than is to
be found in that distriet. There was one
dam shown to us—the only one in that
district—tbat did not hold water. We
were shown this dam that bad been seen
by Mr. Paterson, and it had been souk
in a place where there was a broken reef
passing throngh the ground. It was sunk
& great many years ago, perhaps 10 or
15 vears ago, and it was a dam that might
have been sunk by aceident anywhere.
The broken reef elearly showed where the
water went. But everywhere else not a
settler had any trouble as to the holding
capacity of the ground for water or the
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catchment area for his dams. There are
now more than 50 settlers there. If
the Government allowed more people to
select there probably there would be 500
settlers in the distriet, but the Govern-
ment have prevented people going there.
They will not grant any more land in that
locality and they have done so during the
last eouple of years. The present settlers
there are people whe got the land
originally, but for reasons, which per-
sonally T do not approve of, the Govern-
ment will not allow people to go there
unless there is a certainty of a railway
being constructed. But there are 50
or 60 settlers in the locality, and there
i5 not one who is not satisfied with the
land. The Colonial Seeretary did not hear
one of them say that he wished to go any-
where else. All were enthusiastic in re-
gard to the value of the land, aand every-
one who has seen the country is of the
same opinion. I have never yet discussed
the matter with anybody who condemned
that country. The only person whom I
talked to who threw cold water on the
proposal for the railway is Mr. Mitchell,
and he admits that he passed through, I
think it was about 15 miles of good, or
fair, agricultvral land. He admitted there
was good land there, but he drove through
the best part of the country in the dark.
The worst thing that has been said about
the country was said by Mr. Mitchell, and
he admits that there is about 15 miles of
good agricultural eountry.  There is a
good deal more than 15 miles of good
agricultural country, but I can leave that
to be dealt with by the Colonial Secretary.
He went there with an open mind, and he
can speak sbout the distriet from an agri-
cultural point of view better than I ean.
In Mr. Paterson’s report he says—

If it can be proved that the land
will yield profitable wheat erops, and
water can be got at a moderate eost, a
railway line for sixty or seventy miles
towards Norseman, and spur lines east
and west, when required to provide
facilities for economic working, will be
justified, because in this particular
locality we would then settle one of the
largest virgin tracts of land that I know
of, easily accessible by railway and still
in the hands of the Crown. ~

1m

That was the minority report. There is
nothing throughout the 1eport that is in
any way unfavounrable.

Iion. J. F. Cullen: Is that the whole
of 1t?

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: I will let the
hon. member read the whole of it if he
likes.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: Why not carry ont
Mr. Paterson’s suggestion of having some
land put under eultivation?

Hon. J. W, KIRWAN: The hon. Mr.
Lynn has interjected several times abont
the Esperance railway. If I was in his
position T would not talk so much about
this railway.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: That has nothing
to do with the question,

The PRESIDENT: QOrder!

Hon. J, W, KTIRWAN: Mr. Lynn has
asked me a question, and I am going to
answer it. What T wish to say, and Mr.
Cullen will not stop me—you might stop
me, Mr. President, but Mr, Cullen is not
in charge of this House—what I want to
say is that if T were Mr. Lyon I do not
think I would talk so much about the
Esperance railway, I found a number of
people at Esperance who know Mr. Lynn
very well, and they told me, “You will
have one great barracker for the railway,
one who will never go back on that rail-
way, although he is a representative of
Fremantle, and that is Mr, Lynn* That
is what T was told at Fsperance. Mr.
Lyon has interjected and says, “Why not
have the recommendation in Mr, Pater-
son’s report carried ont?’ The recommen-
dation made by Mr., Paterson has been
earried ount. Tt has been carried ont for
the last ten vears and more. When Mr.
Paterson made the suggestion, he wrote to
Mr. Thompson, the manager of Grass
Pateh, and said, “Will you prepare so
much ground and fallow it and sow it, and
let us see the result,” and Mr. Thomp-
son said, “What am I doing every year?®
Go and see the result now.” You can
go now and see the ground, and members
may go and see the ground which has been
treated by Mr. Thompson. The Colonial
Seeretary saw the results. He saw the
crops growing. The idea of asking Mr.
Thompson, the manager at Grass Pateh,
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io do what he has been doing all along
amused him. It was the absurdity of the
thing. He says, “I am doing it every year.
1 am delighted that you ask me to do it.
But why ask me to do this for I am
doing it every year?” My, Paterson him-
gelf ean go and see it. There are over
50 other people there struggling along,
but in many cases they do not go in for
scientific farming as My. Thompson does.
There they are battling, and any member
can see what they are doing; brave-
hearted pioneers, fighting a great battle
to establish homes for themselves and
their families in what they bhelieve to he
the best part of the State.

Hon. T. H. Wilding: What is the wheat
yield

Hon, J. W. KIRWAN: The average
wheat yield is very low, and I think if
any member went to that distriet the
wonder would be that it is not still lower.
The metheods of farming, as the Colonial
Secretary will explain, are of the erudest.
What they do is this: I presnme members
of the House know what mallee is, but
the mallee there is extremely dense.
These settlers roll down the mallee and
then burn it offf, When it is burnt off

they take a dise harrow, put it over the-

ground and sow the corn, The surface
of the ground seems to he mostly
stumps, and woun wonld wonder where
the wheat had an onportunity to grow.
That system of farming is ecarried on in
nearly every case. The yield is very poor
indeed. The Colonial Secretary protested
with some of the farmers and said, “You
are not giving the land a fair chance:
this is not proper farming.” Thev said.
“We must have feed for our horses. We
quite recognise that it is a mistake to do
this, but still we munst go on with it,” and
so the result is verv poor indeed. Mr.
Wilding, when he asks that question, no
doubt would mean what would be the
yield where farming was carried on in
a proper way. Wherever the ground is
plonghed, tons of roots and stumns are
turned out per acre. Where fallow-
ing is adopted the vield is verv
satisfactory indeed, and it is the averace
of the land that has heen pronerly freated
that is a fair average for the district.

[COUNCIL.]

I am sorry that at present I eannot an-
swer thal question, but I think that the
averaze could be easily ascertained and
perhaps the Colonial Secretary might be
able to find it out. I wonld like to know
why it is that some hon. members are so
much opposed to the Esperance railway.
Why is it that all this opposition has heen
raised to the Esperance railway?

Hon., JJ. F. Cullen: They take the
whole of Mr. Paterson’s report, and not
a part, ag the hon. member,

Hon. J. W, KIRWAN : T am perfectly
willing to hand the whole of Paterson’s
report to the hon. member, and still I
fail utterly to find anything that is un-
favourable and Mr. Paterson savs he was
not loog enough in the distriet. There
is the report of Mr. Middleton who was
six months in the district and the report
of Mr. O’Brien who was in the district.
These reports ave very good. Mr. Middle-
ton who had been there six months said:

1 consider one million acres or more
of this mallee country is equal in value
for ihe growth of cereals to the same
area anywhere else in the State.

Conld anything be more emphatic. Over
120 samples of soil were brought into the
corridor of this House during the debate
on the Bill last session. Each and every-
one of these samples has been numbered
and an analysis given of it. What more
does the hon. member want? There bhas
not heen a railway about which so many
official reports have been published,about
which there there has been such a con-
sensus of opinion in its favour or one
which has been so long fought for and to
which so little can be said in opposition.
Now what is the fear of granting the rail-
way? Is it that hon. members are afraid
that the goldfields may have aceess to
their natural port? If this land were
anywhere else but between Norseman and
Esperance, it would have been provided
with railway facilities long, long ago. 1
ean imagine how hon, members weould re-
gard it if a report came out that simil-
arly good land was available anvwhere
else. Yet. if anvone says anything in
favonr of this land he is denounced al-
most as an enemy of the State. It seems
high treason to say a word in favour of
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this line. We are fighting against people
who are trying to defame the country
and who decry it as being no good. It
seems to be the duty of a certain class
of individuals to derounce and decry this
country in every possible way. I have
never heard of any other distriet in this
State being decried to that extent, but
here it is constantly going on. There is
the fear that the goldfields might have ae-
cess to their natural port. May 1 pause
to consider what possible commodifies
ean be landed at Esperance and taken to
the goldfields, the importation of which
would be any detriment to any industry
in this State. Would they land agricul-
tural produce at Esperance ¥ I can
searcely conceive it possible. 1 do not
think that anyone who has seen the land
or who has read these reports ean con-
ceive is possible either. The people are
not going to land sagricultural preduce
there when they have an enormous area
of 1% million acres of wheatgrowing
country. They are not going to land
fruit there with all the fruit growing
land around Esperance., They are not
going to land vegetables or rool
crops at Esperance, and they are
not going to land fish from South
Australia. What can they possibly land
at Esperance that can be of any detri-
ment to any industry in this State? This
is a question which T would ask those hon.
members who fear the opening up of the
port of Esperance, to answer. I would
like to point out that the goldfields mem-
bers have never objected to any agrieul-
tural lines in any part of the State. We
have always been delighted when we
heard that good land existed in any part
of Western Australia. We have never
raised one word of protest against any
money that has been expended in this way.
Ve have been told that some of these rajl-
ways would not pay, and they did not
pay, but we have said ‘‘Let them be
built; they will develop the country.”
The goldfields are always friends of the
agrieultural districts in that respect, but
why should this dead set be made on this
particular part of the State? What has
that part of the State done to deserve it?
Is it not a part of this State of Western
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Australia just as much as any ofher part
of the State ? What has caused this
hostility to this particular locality § I
would like, in my ecomments regarding
opponents of the Esperance railway, to
acqut the people of Western Australia as
a whole from blame in conneetion with
this matter. There was a time when the
people of the goldfields did think that
the people in other parts of Western Aus-
tralia were opposed to them in this mat-
ter, and perhaps a certain amount of ill-
teeling may have sprung up, bui no such
feeling now exists. They recognise that
the people of Western Australia have no
desire to do an injustice to any part of the
State and have no desire to close up any
port of the State. They wish to see fair

play exhibited to every part of
Western  Australia, whether it is
north, south, east or west. They

have shown that by sending fo the
Legislative Assembly sueh a large propor-
tion of members who are prepared to
vote for this railway. I meet people from
different parts of the State, people who are
in different ocgupations and in different
classes of society, but I find very few in-
deed opposed to this railway, and the few
T do find opposed to it are people who are
interested, but the great bulk of the people
sany, “Why should not the Esperance
people get the railway, why should
not fair play and justice be done
in connection with this matter,” and
I wish to say on behalf of the province
I represent, and I think T am echoing the
feelings of our goldfields generally, when
I say they thank heartily the people of
Western Aunstralia for what they have
done in this connection. They must he
acquitted from all blame in connection
with the blocking of this railway. The
wrong that has been done they are eager
and anxious to have redressed. We want
to thank the Government for what they
have done, and whatever the fate of the
Esperance Railway Bill to be introducel
this session might be, the goldfields people
are fair-minded and will never forget the
Scaddan Government as being the first
Government that had the eourage to bring
in a Bill for this railway and face the
influential forces arrayed against it, By
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influential I mean in certain directions,
not perhaps in voting power, but in other
ways, and the Seaddan Government have
shown themselves independent of tliese
forces. They have the people be.
hind them. ‘We feel that the people
are with us, and I am perfeetly
salisfied that those members from
Fremantle who to-day oppose the railway
are not speaking for the people of Fre-
mantle and that those members from Perth
who oppose it are not speaking for the
people of Perth. The people of Perth do
not wish to have this wrong done to this
particular locality; it is just a few people
in each particular place, and whatever
may be the result of this railway proposal,
T want to say we shall always be grateful
to the people of Western Australia for
what they are doing. They are doing a
good deal by wishing to open up a part
of the State that will not only add im-
mensely to the wealih of Western Austra-
lia, but will add to the population of the
State and they are also healing political
differences, and perhaps by the healing
of these political differences they might
be doing almost as mnch &s will be done
by the benefits which this railway will eon-
fer on Western Australia.

Sitting suspended from 6.10 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon, H. P. COLEBATCH (East): I
shonld like at the ouiset to congratuiate
the hon. member, who resnmed his seat
just before the adjournment, on the ex-
eellent fashion in whick he placed before
us the polhtical situation from the inde-
pendent point of view. There are many
of us who do not see eye to eye with the
Hon. Mr, Kirwan on a number of ques-
tions, but I think we all admire the cour-
age with which he maintains his attitude
of sturdy independence in the face of
what T suppose mnnst at times be most
embarrassing circumstances. I hope he
will allow me to express the earnest de-
sire—and I confess I do it more from a
a personal than a political point of view- -
that he will not be followed by the same
fate that seems to dog the footsteps of
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most independent politicians throughout
Australia. I should like to remove
some slight misapprehension from his
mind regarding my own attituade. He
was pleased to refer to those people who
posed as non-party politicians whilst oe-
rupying such offices as those of vice-presi-
dents of political organisations, To the
best of my knowledge and belief I am the
only member in this House who occupies
the position of vice-president of a Liberal
organisation, and I ecannot understand why
the hon. member should have referred in
this manner to my case. I have never for
a moment suggested in this House or else-
where that I bad taken up a non-party
attitude. T do maintain that members in
this House are able to treat party politics,
and should be able to {reat party politics,
from a point of view entirely different
from that of members of the Legislative
Assembly. For this reason, that in (he
Legislative Assembly a member may often
have to make a difficult choice, he may be
confronted with the position that he must
support something he does not altogether
helieve to be right or else be the instrumeny,
of throwing out of office a Government in
whose general administration and general
policy he believes, and put in their place a
Government with which he has no sym-
pathy. Therefore in the Legislative As-
sembly it is probably necessary un-
der our present party system, that there
should be very rigid loyalty, not ounly to
party principles, but also to party politi-
cal proposals. Tn this Chamber there is
no-bond of that kind, no matter what view
we may take of politics generally. It is
open to those who profess liberal paolities
to reject measures sent to this Chamber
by a Liberal Government without fear of
endangering that Government, so it should
be possible for supporters of the Labonr
party and independent politicians to op-
pose proposals sent here, with whieh they
do not agree, without in any way endan-
gering the Government they give support
to. It has been said by one of the pre-
vious speakers in this Chamber that he
sympathised with the Governor when he
was called upon to read the Speech, to
which the Address-in-reply has heen

moved. I confess my sympathies were
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rather with the gentlemen who had to
propose and second the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-reply. I .felt,
and I have no doubt they felt, they were
confronted with a very difficult task. As
Mr. Kirwap said, there was practically
nothing for them to talk about in the
Speech; they had to endeavour to elothe
the dry bones of this skeleton Address—
“to give to airy nothing a local habitation
and a name.” Most of us kmow why it was
that this Speech was so indefinite and so
ineonclnsive. We were confronted with
a sitvation that had never previously
aricen in our State Parliament. When
Parliament was about to open, the tri-
enninl Labour Congress was about to sif.
It was seen that difficulties might arise,
and it was in order to avoid these diffi-
culties that the Speech was made of such
a character that it might afterwards be
turned in any way that might be desived.
Tt was probably also for this reason that
the Premier refrained from making a pre-
sessional speech. I join with Mr. Kir-
wan in expressing  regret that that
time ~-honoured custom was departed
from. We remember that the Pre-
mier said he did not intend to deliver a
pre-sessional speech before the opening
of Parliament a month ago, but that pro-
bably he would deliver a speech before
the real opening of the session yes-
terday. I am not surprised that he de-
parted from that. Having perused the
report of Congress to which T have re-
ferred, I can quite understand, seeing, as
he must have seen, that in almost every
instance the wishes of his Ministers were
over-ruled by that Congress, the Premier
would bave found it diffienlt to make a
pre-sessional speech which would have
harmonised at onee with his own
ideas and the resolutions ecarcied by
Congress. I should like to wmake one
personal remark at this stage. I do
not like having to do if, and I do
not intend to strain much less to abuse the
privileges of this House, but I take it,
when an hon, member in another place
ocenpying a high position in the Govern-
ment of the country, sees fit to make
charges of disloyalty and intrigue against
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a member of this Chamber, such member
basg a right to defend himself. All I pro-
pose to say in that connection is that
those eharges of disloyalty and intrigue
made chiefly by imputation against myself
are entirely without foundation, and that
every specific statement, without excep-
tion, on which those charges were
founded, is false in substance and in fact.
This afternoon I submitted certain ques-
tions to the Cglonial Secretary and I re-
gret very much that I was not able to
give him more time to frame answers. I
appreciate folly the diffienlties of his
position and the numerous matters he has
to attend to, and I am quite aware that
neither of the questions I have asked
comes within the purview of his depart-
ment. I do not blame him for asking for
extended time in which to give answers,
but since he had made that request, 1 pro-
pose to take this opportunity of making
clear to him exaetly what I want to find
out, so that the answer may he suitable
to both of us, In October of last year
I asked the Colenial Secretary, “Has the
attention of the Government been drawn
to a statement made by the Minister for
Home Affairs (Mr. King OAlalley) in
the House of Representatives on Wednes-
day last, to the eflect that the Common-
wenlth Covernment is not concerned with
the cost of powellising karri sleepers for
the Trans-Australian Railway, this being
purely a matter for the successful ten-
derer—the Western Australian Govern-
ment”  To that I received an affirmative
reply. Then T asked whether the state-
ment was correct, and if so whether an
agreement, had been made between the
Western Australian Government and the
Powellising Company in regard to royalty
and other charges, and the Minister re-
plied. “Yes.” T asked what royalty was to
be paid, and the reply was, 1/3 per 100
superficial feet. I also asked on what
basts such royalty was to be paid, and
what other charges, if any, were to be
made by the powellising company, and
the answer to the last was, “None” So
that the answers were, that a contract had
been made that the amount to he paid by
the Government for powellising sleepers
to be supplied to the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment for the Trans-Australian Rail-
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way was 1/3 per 100 superficial feet, and
that no other charges were bheing
made by the powellising company.
The questions I submitted this aftex-
noon were to ihis effeet, “Was the
matters published in the Sunday
Times and TWest Australian purporting
to be a copy of the agreement entered
intop between the WWestern Awustralian
Government and the Westralian Powell
Wood Process Limited, an accurate copy
of the agreement, and if so whether the
Minister would explain the apparent dis-
crepancy between the terms of the agree-
ment and the answer given by him to the
question asked by me in October last in
regard to the rate of royalty to be paid
to the company on powellised sleepers to
be sold by the State Government to the
Federal Government for the purpose of
the Trans-Australian Railway.” In order
that the Minister may know what T want
to find out, I would point ount that this
agreement as published in  the Press,
shows that the royalty to be paid for
sleepers used by the West Australian
Government for its own purposes within
the State is 9d. per 100 superficial feet,
but the reyalty te be paid for all other
sleepers is not ls. 3d., as stated by the
Minister, but 2s. per 100 superficial feei.
I do not suggest that the Minister wilfully
wisled me when he gave me that reply and
I am prepared to believe there is a simple
explanation, but whatever it is I shall be
pleased, and the House and many people
outside will be pleased to know exaetly
what that explanation is. We are also told
in answer to my question that no other
charge was to be made. TWhether that
actually expresses the state of affairs or
not T shall leave it for hon. members to
judge. This apreement was apparently
entered into on the 27th February, 1912—
some eight months before the questions
I referred to were asked in this House.
It was approved hy the Executive Coun-
¢il on the 9th April, 1913, so that a period
of 14 months elapsed after the agreement
was entered into before it was approved.
It might he wsual for seo long a period
to elapse between the making of an agree-
ment and its approval, but whether it is
usnal or unusual, I hope the Minister will
be able to explain the reason for it, Al-
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though it was approved by the Executive
Council on the 9th April this year, it was
unknown to the public until the Sth June,
so that something like 18 months elapsed
after the date on which the agreement was
entered into before it was puMlished, and
I Dlelieve that even then it did not
receive what might be ecalled volun-
tary publication, At any rate, that
is a question I do not intend to
diseuss just now. But this agreement,
if it is correct, shows not only that the
State Government have to pay 2s. per 100
superficial feet for all timber utilised for
sale to anybody else, but also that there
is a minimum anaual royalty to be paid.
The Government must pay royalty on
at ieast ten million superfieial feet treated
per anbum. I have reasom to believe that
that agreement is already operative from
an early date in this present month. Now,
many of us will be corious to know if the
Government are in a position to treat
this ten million superficial feet annuslly,
on which they have to pay powellising
rates whether they have treated the tiraber
or not. The period of the agreement
is for ten years, or such longer time as
the patent rights exist, and it is specifi-
cally stated in the agreement that, al-
though the patent rights terminate in five
years and may not be renewed, vet should
they not be renewed the payment of this
minimum royalty for the treatment of
ten million superficial feet must go on
for another five years. Now that is
another point upon whichk we should like
some explanation, because on the face of
it it seems an utterly bad bargain. Tt
must be clear to anyone that immediately
the patent rights cease to exist it is un-
necessary for anybody to pay for the
right to use the patent, and in the event
of these patent righis not being renewed
at the end of five years it will be possible
for anybody to use the process without
raying patent rights, and few of us have
such confidence in the controlling of these
undertakings by the Government to sup-
pose that the Government can pay
the royalty aud compete with the
private  person  doing the same
work and payving the same wage,
and vel paying no royalix whatever.
Those are just a few points upon whieh I
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would like a little explanation, and, whilst
it may be technically correct fo say that
the company is reeciving nothing but the
royalty, it is a curious faet that the agree-
ment also providas for extending a certain
area held by the company onder timber
license by the grant of an additional
15,000 acres. To my mind that seems to be
an extra payment in addition to the
royalty already agreed upon. Not only
do the Government give them an extra
15,000 aeres, but it is also & eondition of
the agreement that the Government aceept
a tender from the powellising company
for the supply of one million powellised
karri sleepers.  What does a million
powellised sleepers mean? Aeccording to
the contracts let by the late Federal
Government, and the figures published
from time to time in that very in-
teresting document that used to bear
on its cover the signature of the
late Minister for Home Affairs, Mr.
King (¥Malley, the price of these sleepers
was never less than 5s. and varied from
5s. o 7s. 9d., according to the point of
delivery. So that this tender which has
heen aecepted as one of the conditions in
the agreement made between the Govern-
ment and the Powellising Company in-
volves a matter of a quarter of a million
of money. Therefore, apparently, in ad-
dition to paying this royalty, and in addi-
tion to giving this extended area, the Gov-
ernment have also entered into a contract
involving a quarter of a million of money,
withont calling for tenders and appar-
ently without subjecting the Powellising
Company to any competition whatever.
On the face of it, it does seem to me that
the company receive from the Govern-
ment something more than the royalty
specified in the answers given to me by
the Colonial Secretary during last year.
Of course, we always understood that the
Government were going to deal with this
timher themselves, ihat they were going
to eut all the sleepers at their own saw-
mills, and I hoped to find some reference
to this faet in the report of congress to
which I have referred, becanse I do not
know whether it is in aceordanee with the
principles of that congress that instead
of catting these sleepers al the State saw-

mills, the Goverament should let a con-
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tract for a quarter of a million of money
to & private company that has not had to
submit to competition in any way. Now,
in regard to the proposals briefly out-
lined in the Speech, Mr. Moss suggested
that he found amongst them a good many
old friends. Personally I miss one very
dear acquaintanee, and that is the pro-
Posal to provide for the nun-alienation of
Crown lands, with a view fo the ultimate
nationalisalion of all land. I have been
told that it was the intention of the Gov-
ernment and the Labour Party to drop
this plank from their platform, and when
there was no reference made to it in the
Governor's Speech, althongh a number of
other things rejected by this Chamber last
vear were referred to as about to be in-
trodueed, T flattered myself that my hope
was well founded and that we had heard
the last of this proposal, which has un-
doubtedly done a great deal of harm to
the conntry and will continue to do harm
so long as the people feel that it is hang-
ing over their heads. This proposal in
the past was in the general platform of
the politieal Labour party, and during the
last eonference held in Fremantle recently
a proposal was submitied that it shonld
be taken from the general plaiform and
made one of the fighting planks, one of
the things that thev shounld go righi
ahead on and endeavowr to achieve.
Amongst those who addressed themselves
10 this question were two Ministers, one
a member of this House, and both of
them spoke in an eminently common sense
and proper manner in regard fo it. One
of them appealed to congress to confine
the fighting plank solely to practicable
matters. The other, Mr. Dodd, pointed
ont the fotility of continning with this
nationalisation plank when the country
had power to impose on land whatever
taxation was thought to be jnst. But,
in spite of the argumenis used by those
two Ministers, the resolution to elevate
this plank from the genera! platform to
the fighting platform was carried, accord-
ing to the official report, by a majority
of only two. 38 votes to 36, in an assembly
larger, and 1 would not like to suggest in
any way less important, than wounld be the
two Honses of Parliament rolled into one.
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Hon. W. Kingsmill:
get those figures?
present.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: One sec-
tion of the Press was admitted; the seec-
tion that could be relied upon. That
section published this report, and there are
many interesting things in it, one or two
of which T shall refer to. The Labour
party, which has placed this plank in its
fighting platform, has done so by a
majority of two in an assembly of between
70 and 80, which means to say that the
delegates were practieally equally divided.
I take it that as the plank has been trans-
ferred to the fighting platform it will not
be long before we will see it here again.
A Bill will be sent up from the Legisla-
tive Assembly. it will be rejected here,
and then our friends, both Government
members and independent members, will
go sbout the connfry saying that the Leg-
islative Couneil is flonting the will of the
neople, when all that the Council has done
is to prevent a ftrifling majority of
one seetion from imposing its will
on the rest of the community. I
think that is an illustration of the
way in which the more extreme and
objectionable portion of the party’s plat-
form is framed, and if held up elearly
before the country will be a sufficient ex-
cuse for the Legislalive Council rejecting
those planks, and we shall not be aceused
of flouting the will of the people in
doing so. Now, the first plank in
the fighting - platform of the Labour
party is referred to indirectly in
the Speech in the reference to constitu-
tional and electoral reforms. That first
plank is the reform of the Legislative
Conneil with a view to its ultimate abo-
lition. The plank was not altered by con-
ference, but a resolution was carried. not
altogether a vote of want of confidence
in the Government and the existing mem-
bers of the Lahour party in the State
Parliament, but an emphatic resolution
demanding that they should push forward
this particular plank with greater vigour
than they had done in the past. Hon.
members will notice the wording of these
two planks of the platform, the first
and the fourth, “The reform of the

Where did von
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Legislative Conncil with a view fo iis
uliimate abolition,” and “The non-
alienation of C(rown lands with a
view to the ultimate naticunalisation of all
land.” In each ecase there is a proposal
to do something with a view to ultimately
doing something elze. awdl perbaps it is
hecause of that peeuliar similarity in the
wording that they jumble and mix them-
selves up in my mind until I can only
see them as “The abolition of the Lesisla-
tive Couneil with a view to the national-
jsation of all land and everything else.”” I
=aid a little while ago that in regard to
nearly every proposal brought before con-
gress, Ministers when they expressed their
tiews were not attended to and were in
the minority; but there was one refresh.
ing instance where they secured a
majority and that was on their own
proposal  regarding the initiative, re-
ferendum, and recalll. The ‘recall”
appenred to be a matter that Min-
1sters were greally interested in, and one
Minister proposed that the word “recall”
shiould be struck out of the platform. He
was supported by another member and the
motion was earried, The word was struck
out. .Apparently congress felt that in so
amending the platform against the wishes
of Ministers thev had gone sufficiently
Tar, and they might give way in this little
maatter in whieh Yinisters seemed to be so
very tiuch concerned. Mr. Moss, whken
si raking last night. made some refercrce
tn the financial position of the State, I
do not intend to labour that question, but
Lhere are one or two matters I would like
to brinz under the notice of the Colonial
Secretary in the hope that he may reply
to them and explain them, The Colonial
Treasurer at the commencement of the
financial vear just closed estimated a
revenne of £3,596962, a verv hand=ome
revenue indeed, and he obtained
£4.596,650. He was almost ahsolutely
correct, not £300 out, and in a forecast
covering an amount of over 414 millions
to he only something less than £300 out
econslitntes a record that T think no Trea-
surer in any Brificsh community has ever

heen able to better. But the curious faet
of it is that when we turn to the details
of revenue received we find the items
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varying anything from 10 to 50 per cent.
from the Treasurer’s estimate. The rail-
ways did not realise the amount ke
thought they would by something like
£20,000. The Harbour Trust returns
were £42,000 more than he expected, and
the water scheme £20,000 more, and so on
right through the list, until, after serutin-
ising the figures, the only comparison I
could find was that it was a sum in arith-
metic in whieh all the workings were en-
tirely wrong but the answer was strangely
correct. Now my experience as a school-
hoy was that if I presented a sum and
the master found that the workings were
wrong, and the answer was correct, that
only inereased the offence, because he said

at onee, “You must have cribbed your .

answer.” I am afraid that Mr, Moss
when speaking of that transfer of £30,000
from trust account to revenne was level-
ling against the Government a very simi-
lar charge of having cribbed the answer.
Tt has heen suggested that the deficit is
all the fault of the unfortunate farmer
who has not heen ahle to pay. T snggest
that if that were. the case the Treasurer
would have failed to realise his estimate.
In the fact that he has realised his esh-
mate is a complete answer to the charge
that it is the bad season in the country
that has created the debt. T thjnk that
last year was not a bad season in Western
Australia. The average wheat vield was
good and the total vield was the hirhest
on record. and we cannot expect a season
in which one of our industries will not fall
short here or there. The land revenue was
onlv £7,000 short of the estimate, and the
revenue of the goldfields water scheme,
which is contributed to so largely by the
farming community. was no less than
£20.000 in excess of the esiimate, and the
reople in the farming community who
contribute this revenue to the goldfields
water scheme are those who experienced
the worst effeets of last vear. T do not
know how many paid the rate imposed
tupon them in the eastern agricultural
areas, hut on the one hand we are told
that it was the terriblv had vear in the
eastern wheat helt which caused that
deficit, and on the other that those who
experienced it are the very ones upon
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whom additional taxation is imposed by
this very high water rate. The railways
estimated revenue was £2,057,250, and
the amount received was £2,039,534, or
£20,000 short of the estimate. It might
have been thought that if there were a de-
eling in business bringing about this de-
erease in revenue there would have been a
corresponding  decline in  expenditure,
That is what ususaily happens in business
concerns, but instead of that we find the
estimated expenditure on the railways was
£1,455,881 and the aciwal expenditure
£1,516,793. Theretore, although the Gov-
ernment received £20,000 less than they
expected, and we must assame did
£20,000 less business, they actually paid
away £60,000 more than they estimated
to pay away. The defieit is mueh more
readily attvibuiable to that than to some
failure on the part of farmers to meet
their obligations., With regard to State
steamers, there was an estimated revenue
of £73,000 and an actual revenue of
£66,000. Again we might bave thought
that if the stcamers did not do the amount
of business they were expected 1o do the
eost of running them would have been
less, But we find that instead of the
estimated expenditure of £61,000 there
was an aelnal expenditure of £386,009, so
that, although they earned considerably
less than was expected il cost £20,000
more than was estimated to Tun them.
Sir Edward Wittenoom made some refer-
ence last night to the question of loan
indebtedness, He seemed to be upbraid-
ing our Government for not having bor-
rowedl more money, I cannot help look-
ing bhack to the peried immediately pre-
ceding the last general election when
members of the Labour party were going
un and down the eountry denouncing the
Wilsen Government for having added to
the loan indebtedness of the people. On
looking up the Statistical Absiract I find
that in June, 1911, the indebtedness per
head of the population was £73, and in
the two vears that have elapsed sinee
then, notwithstanding a substantial in-
crease in popuolation, the Government

have suceeeded in inereasing the mnet
indebtedness from £73 to £83 per head.
We are only a small community, and that
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is a fairly leavy indebtedness per head
of the population.

Hon. J. ¥. Cullen: They have been
very suecessful in borrowing.

Hon, H. P. COLEBATCH : Buft I do
not think they have spent in the best
faslion the money they have borrowed.
AMr. Kirwan suggested that our eredit was
good, and that it was wrong for anyone
to snggest otherwise, but [ am sure I
am right in saving that while investors
at Home are ready to lend to any British
community money for ihe development of
their State, they are not ready to lend it
to State Qovernments Lo dabble in soeial-
istic experiments and to carry on enter-
prises ihat are survely hetter adapted for
private peaple to conduct.
growing interest bill is not met as it
vught to be by the produetive nature of
the nndertakings on which the money is
apent, although we know it is one of the
planks of the Labour party that borrow-
ing should be restricted to things that pay
their own way. In addition to the loss of
£20,000 on the State steamers for actnal
working the taxpayer will have to find
the interest, the sinking fund, and the
depreciation; and it is beesuse of that
we are told that we shall have to increase
taxation, and again the proposition is
that increased {axation shall be borne by
those very people whose hardships dur-
ing the bad season the Government say
brought about the deficit; and the buar-
den will be placed on the shoulders of
those who are least able to bear it. Turn-
ing to the cuestion of land settlement, I
want to say that in my opinion land
settlerent and immigration must go hand
in hand. An active immigration poliey
would be fatal unless it were accompanied
hv an active land settlement policy. In
110, for the full yéar ended in Decem-
ber, the amount of conditional purchase
leases totalled was 1,727,000 aeres. In
1911. nine months of which waseontrolled
by the Tiberal party and three months
hv the Labour party, the quantity fell to
1.349.009 acres. Tn 1912, when the La-
hanr prarty had control for the whole
vear the quantity was 891,000 acres. which
was a little wore than half of the con-
ditional purchase land settled during

The steadily .
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1910. For the first half of 1813, that i3
from Jannary to June, the conditional
purchase aveas taken up amounted only
to 271,000 acres. At that rate this vear’s
total will be only about half of Jast year's.
So it will be seen thal land settlement is
rapidly reaching the vanishing point, and
if that is the case 1 ean quite anderstand
the unsympathetic attitnde to immigra-
tion on the part of the Labour Congress.
Tt has been stated that it is the policy of
the (overnment fo reserve drv areas
from immediate settlement. Personally,
I do not think that it is a very good
policy. Only recently an area was
thrown open for settlement situated
north-west of the Coweowing Lakes. on:
of the driest spots in the whole agrieul-
tural belt, and far removed from railwa:
communication or proposed railway com-
munication. That' land was thrown open
for settlement.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan : What is the rain-
fall?

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: It is a
good deal better than that of the Esper-
ance country. The reason I do not know
exactly what it is is because there is no
old settlement there and no records have
heen kept.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan : That is a fair
sample of the fair play of this House
towards Esperance.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH : 'The rain-
fall at Wongan Hills is about 1514 inches.
During the last three or four vears the
rainfall has fallen off a good deal; for
instance, at Northam, where our average
is 16.6, we have received only about 12
inches. T am inclined to think that, given
anything like a decent chance and reason-
ahle eneouragement, these areas, including
the Esperance lands, which had insuffi-
cient rain daring the last fwo seasons, will
respond very quickly, when we get back
to our normal rainfall. e should all
of ns have to admit, if the last two vears
renresented the mnermal condition of
affairs, much of this conntry would have.
to be written down as valuneless, but T have
no hesitation in saving that an enormous
amonnt of country in the eastern agrienl-
tural areas that is alreadv surveved shounld
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thrown open, and people
should have been encouraged to
settle on it at the present time.
Mr. Kirwan referred to the splendid
impression created by our Premier's
speeches in the Old Country. When the
Premier was in England I think almost
every newspaper in this State, and par-
ticutarly the Liberal newspapers, printed
his speeches very fully, and with the
highest eommendation. Everywhere Mr.
Seaddan went in England he said to
the people, ‘If you cannot find work here
among your congested population, come
to Anstralia where there is plenty of op-
portunity and plenty of land for you.’’
He went on to tell the people of England
what we had heen able to do in develop-
ing Western Australian resonrces, “chiefly
by means of Tinglish capital.” He natur-
ally 2ained the ear of the British publie
and gained the commendation of all fair-
minded people in this State, but when
the Labour Congress—the Parliament of
T.abour as it was called by its official
organ—sat in Fremantle a few weeks
ago a proposal was submitied that the
(Government shounld take steps to adver-
tise throughout England and other places
that there was no opening in Western
Anustralia for people to come to, that
there were unemployed in Western Aus-
tralia, and no opportunities. I do not
remember the exact words of the reso-
lution.

Hou. JJ. Cornell: No, T maoved it and so
T onght to know.,

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH : Excuse me,
it was a lady who moved this resolution,
and when interrupted I was ahout to con-
gratulate Mr. Cornell on having come into
the breach and submitted an amendment
which was certainly less objectionable,
and which he was snceessfnl in inducing
the Cungress to ca1ry, The motion was, in
effect, that the Government should take
steps to advertise our poverty, to adver-
tise the faet that, althongh there are only
300,000 people in the State, there iz no
room for any more. That was the motion,
Mr. Cornell, with admirable tact, while
not direeily onposing {he motion, sprans
into the breach and sald “Let us substi-
tute an amendment to the effeet that the
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Government do not spend any more money
in bringing out immigrants from other
parts of the world. Those who like to
come out themselves, let them come, but
let us not spend any more money in bring-
ing others here.” In itself the amendment
was certainly less harmful than the mo-
tion by reason of the faet that it was not
so damaging an advertisement for the
State, although practically it will have as
bad a result. Apain, I would like
hon, members to take the trouble
to read the debate on immigration
whielt took place in this Congress.
They will find that Ministers, loyal to the
poliey they have consistently carried out
since they have been in office, spoke in
favour of immigration, but, unfortunately,
they were unable to impress their eonvie-
ions on the Congress, and were defeated.
Fortunately, as I have said, Mr. Cornell
sabmitted an amendment which was some-
what less objeetionable than the original
motion, and this amendment was earried.
So now we have it as an instruetion to the
Government that no more wmoney is to be
spent on immigration. Mr. Mess last
evening commended the Government on
what they had done in respeet to immigra-
tion. T would have heen disposed to do
the same, but when we come to look at
aclual records, we find that, whereas in
1911 we had an excess of immigrants over
emigrants of upwards of 12,000, it
dropped last year to 6,000, or a decrease
of one half. Only half the number were
brought out here last year as compared
with those which were hrought out in the
previous year. For the expired period
of this year we have over 5,000 immi-
grants in excess of those we have lost, so
thus far we have made a fair beginning.
But T am afraid to think what will happen
as the result of that resolution passed in
Congress, for it seems quite on the ecards
that we will go back to the dismal record
of a few years ago, when there was in
one vemr an actual excess of departares
over arrivals of 1,500, If this should
eventuate it will inevitably mean that
the hurden of taxation will become heavier
on each individual in the community. This
morning I happened to see a Canadian

newspaper. From that I learnt that, dur-
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ing the month of April this year the excess
of arrivals over departures in <Canada
reached the total of 50,000. Daring May
it was 60,000 and for the five months from
January to May, both ineclusive, the excess
of arrivals over departures in Canada was
170,000, or more than half the population
of Western Australia.

Hon. J. W . Kirwan: What are the fiz-
ures for the Commonwealth?

Hon. H. P, COLEBATCH: Absolutely
insignificant beside those for Canada.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: But it is not a fair
comparison to take Weslern Ausiralia as
against Canada: take one provinee of
Canada.

Heon. H. P. COLEBATCH : Individual
provineces in Canada have received greater
excesses during ten months than we have
received in fen years; but then T do not
think that in Canada the parliament of
Labour has power to dictate to the Gov-
ernment that they shall cease spending
money on immigration. 1f we correctly
estimated the value of immigrants to our
country we should probably make some
arrangement whereby they could get out
here almost as cheaply as they can get to
Canada. T do not say that we could do as
much as Canada has done; and if we were
moing ahiead as we have done in the last
few years we might not have much cause
to complain, But when we are not doing
enough there comes this resolution from
the power hehind the throne that we have
to stop even what little we are doing. A
remark fell from Mr. Moss last night with
which T cannot entirely agree. That-was
in regard to the congestion of business in
our couris, That hon. member said he
thought the Government had acted wisely
in stopping the Civil Service Appeal
Board in order that Mr. Justice Burnside
might go back to the Arbitration Court
and deal with certain cases there awaiting
his attention. I do not suggest that it is
not urgently mnecessary that these
eases held in abevance . shonld pro-
ceed, but I say that it is absolutely
unjusi  to the «¢ivil servants, and
suicidal from the point of view of the
State which depends so much on having
a contented service, that these people
should have been fooled in the way they
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are being fooled. They are told they have
an appeal board, They go to the board
and are then told that it will probably
take 12 months before their cases are
heard. 'Then, when the board has been
inquiring into the accumulated cases for
a few weeks, the appellants are told that
the judge must give up this work and go
back to the Arbitration Court; and when
the appellants ask the judge when he will
come back to the appeal board he says he
does not know if he will ever come back.
What is to be done in such a case?

Hon. R. G. Ardagh: Appoint somebody
else.

Fion. H. I'. COLEBATCH: Whatever
the remedy is, it should be discsvered and
acted upon, because eivil servanls treated
in that fashion cannoi possibly get along
with their work in the regular and eon-
tented fashion necessarvy fo its proper
execution, To my mind the reealling of
the judge in order to send him to these
arbitration cases, no matter how urgent
these cases may be, is almost on all fours
with the aetion of the Government
directly they got into power, in giving an
increase of wages to the Iowest-paid men
in the railway service; yet for months
and months they have denied just treat-
ment to the railway officers and other offi-
cials i the depariment. I do not wish
for a moment to say anything that might
be regarded as prejudieal to the Civil
Service Appeal Board, but T do say that.
amongst those who submitted their cases
1p that board there are many old and
good servants of the Siate who are being
treated far worse than is any man in any
of the indusirial causes waiting to be
brought before the Arbitration Counrt at
the present time. In regard to the ques-
tion raised by Mr. Kirwan, namely. the
Tejection by this House of the State
Hotels Bill—there were, I think, two or
three State Hotels Bills; there was a Bill
for the erection of a State Hotel at the
Wongan Hills and for another at Rott-
nest—this House did not rejeet that Bill,
hot only a pertion of it, wherenpon the
Government dropped it. We were as-
sured that it was absolutely necessary that
this Bill should go through, becanse with-
out it the Government were denied the
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privilege which everybody else enjoyed of
applying for a licence, so long as the
locality was 15 miles away from the next
nearvest licence, Again, 1 wish to say
that I do not suggest for a moment that
in making that statement the leader of
the House wished to mislead. He was
merely repeating the legal opinion with
which he had been supplied. But the Bill
was not passed, notwithstanding which,
very soon after Parliament prorogued,
the Government proceeded to do what we
had been told they could not do. We did
not pass the Bill, yet the Government im-
mediately proceeded to do exactly what
they had assured us it was impos-
sible for them to do. I do not intend to
say much in regard fo that State hotel
at the Wongan Hills. You will remember
that a diseussion arose during last ses-
sion in regard to the material of which
it should be built, and the leader of the
House said that although there was some
reference to the employment of wood in
its construction, it had not been decided
to construet it of wood. Many members
took that as an assurance that the build-
ing would not be construeted of wood.
Then the (Government applied to the
court for a licence for a wooden bnilding,
and got it; called for tenders, and pub-
lished the name of the successfnl tenderer.
But I am glad to learn that they subse-
quently stayed their hands, and now I am
informed it is proposed to erect a build-
ing of substantial material. T ean as-
sure them the people of the distriet desire
& State hotel; but they desire alse a sub-
stantial building. I am sorry the leader
of the House was not able to answer my
second question in regard to the Perth
framways purchase. Perhaps it will he
just as well to explain exactly what T
wanted although it was such a simple
question that I though anybody could un-
derstand it. The question was as to what
proportion of the Perth tramway pur-
chase money was paid in (a) cash and
(b) bonds. You will remember that the
first schedule of the Perth Tramway Pur-
chase Bill contained a provision which
was strongly commented upon by
me and others as a most extra-
ordinary provision. namely, that the
company should have the option of pay-

L]

113

ment in cash or in bonds; and we were
assured that if the Bill passed the eom-
pany wounld take, at all events, a very
large proportion of the purchase money
in bonds? Now, because of the absence
of any answer to this question I am unable
fo speak, except from rumounr., What I
have been told is that when the deal was
fixed up the tramway people practically
said, “If your bonds had been at a pre-
mium we would have taken them and made
an additional profit out of the transae-
tion, but as they are at a discount we
demand cash.’’ The result was that the
Government raised the money at a rcost of
four per cent. per £100 for the whole of
the £475,000; so instead of the original
sum of £475,000 the tramways cost us
half a million of woney. To-night 1 fake
up the same attitude as I took up then,
and assert that ibat money would have
been of far more benefit to the State if
expended ou publiec works which would
have developwd this country. I will even
go so far as to say that I would far
sooner have seen all that was required
of thal half million spent on the construe-
tion of the Esperance railway, in which
my friend, Mr. Kirwan, is so deeply in-
terested. If thiz had been done it would
al least have given employment to a large
number of men. As it was it gave no em-
ployment, and added no new facilities.
That money was capable of bailding 200
miles of railway and giving employment
to hundreds of men. AMr. Davis, in moving
the adoption of the Address-in-reply.
made some reference to the question of
local option, and said it was only right
that all these matters of local option, in-
cluding prohibition, should be decided by
a simple majority vote. I do not endorse
that view, I merely refer to the bon. mem-
ber’s remarks, because he used a familiar
expression when he said he thought it
only fair that those who pay the piper
should call the tune. I was unable to
apply it exactly to this question of local
option, but apparently something else was
rubning in the hon. member’s mind,
because directly after using that expres-
sion “those who pay the piper should eall
the tune” he proceeded to tell us what
the Government proposed to do in the
matter of amending the Local Government
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laws, such as municipalities and roads
boards in the direction of giving one adult
one vote, “Those who pay the piper
should call the tune’? is a good theory in
the mind of the hon. member as applied
to loeal option, but evidently it is not a
good theory as applied to the election of
local governing bodies, to expend the
rates. His ideas in that case are that those
who do not pay the piper should call the
tune, and that fhose who do pay the
piper should pay as much as the others
diclate. If the Governmeni do submit to
this Chamber a Bill providing for adult
suffrage at municipal and roads board
elections, I for oue will strenuously op-
pose it on the principle given out by my
friend, that those who pay the piper
should eall the tone. I would like to say
one word in regard to some remarks which
fell from Sir Edward Wittenoom last
night with reference to the assistance ex-
tended by the Government to farmers
upon the eastern wheat belt. I do not
think Sir Edward meant to go quite so
far as some people might be led to think
he did from a perusal of his speech, be-
cause I think it is a great mistake to ery
down the eastern agricultural areas, Dur-
ing the last two or three dry seasons, the
worst in the recollection of people who
have been settled there for the last forty
years, when springs and soaks that never
failed before have failed, there have
been grown to the east of Kellerberrin
crops averaging over 16 bushels of wheat
to the acre on areas up to 600 acres in a
single farm. This does not apply to one,
two or three. but to many instances where
proper farming methods have been em-
ploved. Farmers with as much as 600
acres in have taken an average of 16
bushels to the aere in these unpreceden-
tedly bad seasons. What need is there
then to be afraid of the resull in these
eastern agrienltural lands when we come
hack to anvthing like normal seasons?

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittencom: T was not
referring to the eastern agricultural dis-
tricts.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: Whas the
hon. member referring to the Bsperance
district®

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: No.
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Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: Personally
I think we need not fear anything so far
a5 the eastern areas are concerned. I do
not know that we can rely with absolute
accuracy upon the weather prophets like
Mr. Wragge but they have been marvel-
lously accurate during the last two or
three years, and if they are accurate for
the fauture we can leook forward to im-
proved conditions from now onwards.

In regard lo Lbe Esperance railway
to which the Hon. Mr, Kirwan de-
voted so muoeh attention, my afti-

tude is the same as it was last year.
I do not pretend to know very much about
the country between Norseman and Es-
perance, but I do know a good deal of the
requirements of other portions of this
State, and I am not prepared to sapport
the construction of the Esperance rail-
way whilst not a few settlers, not 50
settlers as the hon. member talks about,
but hundreds of settlers in the M{. Mar-
shall distriet, in 1he Kumminin and Emu
Hills districts—particularly in the Kum-
minin and Emu Hills distriets, because
these people had their railway given
to them by Parliament and taken
away by the Minister for Works
—and settlers on the Bolgart ex-
tension are without facilities. I am not
prepared to look with a favourable eye
upon any railway which is going to be
given precedence over these. The Hon.
Mr. Cullen mentioned a large number of
railwaye in his jartienlar district, which
probably are jnsl as urgently needed as
are the others to which T have referred.
If thev are as hadly needed and if they
are as long promised, and if there are as
many people settled in these distriets,
these railways should be constructed be-
fore the Esperance line is built. The first
half of the Mount Marshall railway alone
wonld serve a tract of couniry in which
at present there are 20,000 acres under
erop.  The Kuvmminin and Emu Hills
railway wonld serve even a larger area
than that. and probably the Hon. Mr.
Hamersley knows more than I do as to
the quantity of land which the Bolgart
extension would serve. I know enough
however to be skle to say that the quan-
tity is considerable. We hear a good deal
of talk about centralisatiun in regard to
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the opposition to the Esperance railway,
but it is madness to talk about centralisa-
tion when in the whole of Western Aus-
tralia we have only a bandful of people,
not enough to make one first class city.
Concentration is what we want. I am
opposed to centralisation, but we want
concentration of effort, When we see so
many ports as we bave at present on our
coast-line, T should require a very strong
reason indeed before I would agree that
merely beeause it was a decentralisation
policy we should spend a lot of money on
the opening up of new harbonrs in-
stead of using the money to equip
existing harbours. We bhave in propor-
tion to the number of people in this State
an enormous number of karbours. If we
are going to give up concentration of
effort, so¢ as not to be acecnsed of central-
isation, our last ease will be worse than
our first. We were told last session of the
urgeni necessity for passing a Bill for the
construction of a broad-gange line of rail-
way from Merredin to Coolgardie. 8o
urgent was this matter that the Minister
for Works informed the Legislative As-
sembly that he had sueceeded in coun-
termanding orders for 60D, rails in order
that they might be replaced by 80lb. rails
for this Merredin-Coolgarhie railway, and
those who urged a little delay on the
ground that the Federal amithorities might
be approached in order to get the rails
landed free of duty were aceused of all
sorts of things. I do not know what was
net to happen if we blocked this very
important project. DBat here we ave
back again in another session, an-

other financial year has been entered
wpon, and this line, so far as I
ean  understand, appears to have been

forgotten. T have heard nothing about it.
I do not know whether the 80ib. rails
have arrived. or whether anv laying has
been done. T have heard uothing at all
i regard to the railway. The Loan Esti-
mates provided a sum of £300,000 for
this work just as provision was made for
the sum of £10.000 for the Monnt Mar-
shall railway. which we are toll cannot
be proceeded with for another twelve
months, When we find so many raillway
enterprises hung up, is it not straining a
pomt for the Government to come for-
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ward with additional Bills of the nature
of the Esperance railway? Another rea-
son why I am not very keen on passing
new railway Bills is that the Government
persist in their poliey of construecling
them all by day labour. I would like to
refer once more to that very interesting
Labour Congress which was recently held
at Fremantle. There was a plank on the
fighting platform of the Labour party
prior to this year called “the right to-
work.” This plank has disappeared from
the fighting platform and now appears
among the propaganda principles. I do
not know what propaganda principles
mean-——

Hon. J. Cornell: Also ram.

Hen. H. P. COLEBATCH: The Hon.
Mr. Cornell was as refreshingly candid at
that Congress as he is in this House. He
told the Minister that he was responsible
for putting this right-to work plank in
the Labonr platform at thie Bunbury Con-
gress, and it had been there three years
and nobody had suggested any way of
earrying it into effect. One member of
the Congress proposed a motion something
like this, that the Governnent should de-
velop agrieultural lands Ly departmental
labour, with a view to pnutting into effect
the right-to-work plank of the platform.
I have no doubt that by the adoption of
that poliey they wonld be able to find
work for a good many men; whether it
would be a profitable policy, T do not
know, This afforded one of the numer-
ous-instances when Ministers at the Con-
gress strenuwously fonght against rilieu-
lous proposals and were put-voted by the
Congress. Two ur three Ministers told the
Congress that this motion was impracti-
cable, and that it would be too eostly;
yet Congress decided aganinst them. and
the motion was earrierl that the Tler art-
ment shonld by dax lahsur develon agri-
cnltural lands with a view to putting into
effect the right-to-work plank of the plat-
form. which was suhseauently jeftizoned
into the propaganda rrinciples.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: What do they
think will happen?

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: The Min-
ister for Works made an anpeal to Clon-
gress in regard to this matter which cer-
tainly ought to have been histened to. He
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stated that “he had had something to de
with the departmental construction of
public works, In some cases he got good
results, but in cthers the reverse was the
case.” Let me repeat what he said, that in
some cases he got good results, but in
others the reverse was the case. He an-
ticipated and in fact he openly slated
that this particular matter of developing
agricnltural lands by day labour would
be the reverse of suecessful, and wounld
not give good results, and that the ex-
perienee so far had been that in some
cases good resulls had been obtained, but
in others the reverse was ihe case. When
we know how strongly pledged the Labour
party are fo this prineiple of depart-
mental day labour, we can understand the
provocafion whieh must have moved the
Minister to make that statement, and I
think I am right when I say that the
fewer railways we construet under de-
partmental day labour the better it will
be for the country, I am not prepared to
largely inerease our railway proposals.
We must keep faith with the people for
whom Bills have been passed, but I am
against increasing the railway policy so
long as the work is to be done in a man-
ner regarding which the Minister in
charge sees the folly. There are only
on¢ or two other matters to which I would
like to refer, but T have one other refer-
ence to the Labour Congress. There is
another plank in the platform to which
T want {o call attention, aud that is pref-
erence to unionists. Some fair-minded
delegate wished to add the words “other
things being equal.” He got the support
of one or two of the Ministers, but that
was fatal to him and “other things being
equal” was struek out, so that preference
to unionists, whether equal or not, is the
policy decided by that Congress.

Hon. C. Sommers: Gi'hert & Sullivan
should have attended that Congress.

Hon, H. P, COLEBATCH : There are
one or two matters which I wounld like
the Government to push forward more
rapidly, and one is the matter of second-
ary edueation in country districts and on
the Goldfields. I see the Hon. Mr. Kir-
wan has a question on the Notice Paper—
being an Independent, he is in a very for-
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tunate position, for he can ask the Gov-
ernment awkward questions which some
of their supporters might hesitate to ask,
in view of the faet that they show that he
is dissatisfied with the lack of progress.
The previous Governor’s Speech made re-
ference to the intention of the Govern-
ment to establish seeondary schools in
goldfields and agrieultural disiriets, and
mentioned Kalgoorlie and Narrogin. I
do net think this matter is referred to
in the present Speech, and if it is re-
ferred to, it is in a less definite fashion
than it was last year. Apparently
nothing has been done, although that
reference was made 12 months ago.

I hope that the Government will
push forward the secondary schools
at Kalgoorlie and Narrogin, I think

that thers are other places in coun-
try distriets which would offer better
prospects than Narrogin does, but if the
(Government have selected Narrogin for
reasons of eonvenience and economy, then
by all means let the Government start it
there, but do start somewhere, and as soon
as it is started let the Government take
into serions consideration the matter of
establishing at the earliest possible mo-
ment an Agricultural Colleze in what is
considered by those qualified to judge the
best possible sitnation. Perhaps ‘we
shall be told that there is no money for
these undertakings. Just that litile bit
of money which has been lost on the
State Steamships, would have done the
whole trick.

Hon. R. G. Ardagh: Or that was lost
over the Fremantle Dock.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH : 1t is no
good going back to money which was lost
vears and years ago. The money which
has been lost during this present vear
would have done the trick without loss -
to anvhody, and to the infinite and un-
dying benefit of the State.  Reference
was made to the Savings Bank, and I
hope the Minister will inform the Honse
if it is possible for him to do so of the
negoliations which took place between
the Premier and the Federal Government.
There is an impression that Western
Australia was unfairly treated in this
matter. On the fatal 31st May, Mr. King
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O’Malley issued the last of his inferest-
ing publications dealing with the differ-
ent Commonwealth Departments, and ac-
cording to that publication £53,000 of
Western Australian money had gone info
the Federal Savmgs Bank, and the bank
had then been in operatlon for a matter
of only two or three months. This is a
serions loss to Western Australia and it
must also be proving a serious embarrass-
ment to the Governmeni. I hope the
Federal Government will find some way
of stopping this sort of thing. A good
deal of reference has heen made to the
matter of the State steamers. I do not
intend to labour it, but I hope that the
Minister will clear up one point which
has been raised. We have been given to
understand that the position of the man-
ager of the State Steamship Service was
advertised for, and that the salary was
stated in the advertisement. I believe it
was stated at £300 or £350; I do not kmow
which. Now we have heen informed that
after the appointment was made the suc-
cessful applicant was told that if during
the first six months of service he gave
satisfaclion he would be given s five
year’s appointment. At any rate we
know that although he was appointed
as the result of his application at £300
or £350 a year, bis salary was in a short
time raised to £600 a vear. This is not
a sound business method, T do not say
that £600 is too much. I doubt whaether it
is encugh for such a position, but if we
can afford to offer £600 we should cer-
tainly get a £600 ruan in the first instance.
If it is a faet that the appointment has
been made for five years, and that the
salary has been raised to £600 per annum,
in what position are those members of the
civil sexvice who are sitting on the pre-
sent board of inquiry inte the State
steamers. What sort of indietment will
they make against the Minister who 1s
responsible of this incresse if they say
in their report that this officer is
not suitable of the position? Is it
fair to put publie servants in a position
of that kind ¢ I maintain it is not. I

hope this will be one of the matters in
regard to which we shall have an ex-
planation from the Minister. I must
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apologise for having occupied the atien-
tion of the House for so long. I desired
to bring nunder the attention of members
and the leader of the House the few ques-
tions to which I have referred, and in
which T think, not only the members here,
but the people in the country are to some
extent interested.

On motion by Hon. J. Cornell, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 8.48 p.m.

Negislative Hssembly,
Wednesday, 30th July, 1913.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

NOTICE OF QUESTIONS.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan): 1
desire fo ask hon. members who have
questions on the Notice Paper for to-day
to postpone themn until to-morrow, and
may I point out thai it is most difficult
to obtain replies when the questions are
not received in the departments until
shortly before noon on the day that they
are supposed to be answered. Some of
the questions involve going threugh more
than one department in order to get the
necessary data. It is almost impessible
to get the information lere in time to
answer the questions. I ask hon. members



